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Children’s Book by regional authors selected to represent Missouri state at the 2022 National 

Book Festival in Washington DC 

  
ST. CHARLES, MO– Missouri Humanities (MH) serves as the new Missouri Affiliate for The Library of 
Congress Center for the Book and with input from numerous literary and literacy-based 
organizations, authors, and educators from across the state of Missouri who serve on the 
Missouri Center for the Book Advisory Team, Growing Up with The River: Nine Generations on the 
Missouri by Dan and Connie Burkhardt has been chosen to represent the state at the 2022 National 
Book Festival.  
 
The title will be part of the “Great Reads from Great Places” list for the 2022 National Book Festival 
of the Library of Congress. The list features books and authors representing the literary heritage of 
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
and Northern Marianas. For over 20 years this program has included a highlighted youth title from 
each affiliate center. 

This year's National Book Festival on Sept. 3 will be held in-person in Washington, D.C., but will 
include many livestreamed and virtual programs celebrating books and authors. The Burkhardts will 
be featured in a video collaboration with other chosen authors from state Centers for the Book in 
the Central Region of the country to discuss their book and how “Books Bring Us Together”—the 
theme of this year’s festival. This video will be posted toward the end of August on the National 
Book Festival website.  

Missouri Humanities will participate in the festival’s “Roadmap to Reading” at the Washington 
Convention Center where each Affiliate Center showcases their book selection. MH will pass out a 
1,000 activity books created by the Burkhardts with funding awarded by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) as part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and the NEH Sustaining 
the Humanities through the American Rescue Plan (SHARP) initiative. The activity books display 
ready-to-color illustrations created by Bryan Haynes, Missouri artist and illustrator for Growing Up 
with the River and include information corresponding with the original book. 

“We are grateful for the opportunity to showcase this book that wonderfully depicts our state’s rich 
cultural heritage along the Missouri River Valley,” said MH Program Director Lisa Carrico. “Whether 
families will be able to purchase copy of the book at the festival, they will surely leave with a 
beautiful activity guide that will connect people of all ages to Missouri history, conservation, and 
culture.” 

http://www.mohumanities.org/
https://read.gov/cfb/
https://read.gov/cfb/
https://mohumanities.org/center-for-the-book/
https://www.loc.gov/events/2022-national-book-festival/
https://www.loc.gov/events/2022-national-book-festival/
https://www.read.gov/greatreads/index.html
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MH will present Dan and Connie Burkhardt with a “Great Reads from Great Places” certificate on 
Saturday, August 27th at the first-ever Missouri Book Festival (MBF), a regional literary celebration 
that will feature an array of programs and activities to promote literacy and encourage reading 
throughout the state. The Burkhardts will be presenting as part of the MBF in Washington, MO. To 
learn more about the Missouri Book Festival and to see it’s full program schedule, visit: 
https://missouribookfestival.com/.  
 
About the Book: Growing Up with the River: Nine Generations on the Missouri  
 
Young readers will meet children from nine generations who grew up along the Missouri River from 
Hermann to St. Charles and observe the changes they see in the river valley including visits from Lewis 
and Clark, the departure of Native Americans, the arrival of German immigrants, steamboats, trains, and 
the creation of the Katy Trail. These stories take place within the lifespan of one of the book’s recurring 
characters – a mythical Bur Oak tree that stands near the river and gets its start in 1806. The Bur Oak is 
one of the grandest of all Missouri oaks and one of the longest-lived trees in the state. The book is 
illustrated with nine original paintings by one of Missouri’s leading artists, Bryan Haynes.  

 
About the Authors 
 
Dan and Connie Burkhardt founded the Katy Land Trust in 2010 and co-founded Magnificent Missouri in 
2012. Both organizations work to connect Missourians to the value of the landscape along the Missouri 
River and the Katy Trail west of St. Louis. They have published books and magazines, saved historic 
buildings, created artwork, sponsored bluegrass music, created campaigns to eliminate invasive species, 
planted trees and hosted countless events — in their commitment to conservation efforts in Missouri. 

  

  
 

Missouri Humanities (MH) is a 501c (3) non-profit organization that promotes a thoughtful, informed, and 
civil society through educational public programming and grants to Missouri organizations. MH is funded 
through grants and donations, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the State of Missouri. 
For more information, please visit www.mohumanities.org or follow MH on Facebook and Instagram 
(@MOHumanites). 
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